Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #15
                      *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Janeal Yerger, (Nicole Shoop’s daughter); *Dennis Leitzel, (Hosp.); *Gary Fetterhoff, (Home); Arletta Thomas, (Home); Marissa Faust; Donna Motter; Hannah Gonder; Kayla Gonder; Dennis Croutharmel; Aaron Herb; Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Carol Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maiche; Sophia, Ben & Sarah Heinbaugh; Carole Fetterhoff, Randy Pomeroy; Lori Graeff;  Kelly Richter; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Kelly Shutt; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; Stan/Loretta Brown; Cammie/Raymond Enders; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Jim Zeigler; Janelle Miller; Ellen Snyder; Ben Rissinger; James Eisenhard; Janet Flowers; Ruth Boyer; Kelly Malave; Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf; Sue Miller; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Earl Zartman; Jerry Valentine
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries:  Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
MISSION OFFERING donations (January thru April) go to “Community Meals” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)
 [image: image1.emf]


                                  APRIL 17, 2022

       Easter Sunday
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
Valleys new email!  valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Guest Pastor
Organist, Peggy Berra
Video Technician, Seth Guertin
April 17 2022 - Worship, 10:15AM
Easter Sunday
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration 

unless otherwise noted. 
(*Please stand as you are able)
   Prelude    
Announcements, Call to Worship, Invocation     Diane Shaffer                                                                             
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                                    
L:  Christ the Lord is risen from the dead! Hallelujah!
P:  Sing for joy all ye peoples; the Glory of God has come.
L:  God’s Light truly does shine upon us this day with mercy and love.
P:  Unworthy as we are, we are now in the family of God through Christ.
L:  Give praise to the Lord! God’s loving kindness endures forever!
P:  Blessed be the name of the Lord!
 
Invocation                                                  

O God of all our days, we come this morning with eager anticipation. We seek to know you, to see you, to touch you.
Open our hearts, that we might experience you anew. Open our lives, that we may be faithful witnesses to your resurrection. May we, with shouts of joy, proclaim your steadfast, liberating love to all people, everywhere. Amen.
Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
O. Test.: Isaiah 65:17-25                       (See Insert)   Scott Miller
Psalm: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24  (Responsively)   (See Insert)   Pastor
N. Test.: Acts 10:34-43                         (See Insert)    Theresa Miller
*Hymn -            “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”            Page 220
Sermon Text: Gospel: John 20:1-18     (See Insert)              Pastor                     
Sermon:           “Nothing Remains the Same…Except”   
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)                   Pastor
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Preparation for Holy Communion                         Pastor              
Profession of Faith: - The Apostles Creed (In Unison)  


   I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;  who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was   crucified,  
 dead, and buried; he descended into Hades;  the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence he  shall come to judge the quick and the dead.


 I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church; the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.                    
HOLY COMMUNION                                         
      *Hymn -                           “He Lives”                       Page 103

      *Benediction                                                          Pastor
Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”               Pastor
Response: “And also with you.”                                 Congregation



Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today April 17th Easter Sunday! Masks are no longer required but strongly encouraged. Social distancing is not required but please do so if you feel more comfortable. Hand sanitizer and masks are available if you are at all concerned about safety. We also encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. 
                                  CHURCH CALENDAR 
          
Apr. 17 - Easter Sunday - 6:30AM Easter Sunrise Service at Camp Hebron at Breezewood outdoor chapel, Pastor Brendon Hock is the speaker. Halifax United Methodist will serve breakfast at Breezewood Inn dining hall after the service. 
                9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
               10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online - Holy Communion - Pastor Kristine Heckard is guest pastor

Apr. 20 - 7:00PM - Council Meeting

Apr. 24 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
               10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online -

              Pastor Ron Reitz is Guest Speaker
LIFELINE BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN began April 10th thru May 15th.  See Marie Herb if you have questions.
GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE: Good Friday Service April 15 at 12:00Noon will be held at Valleys In-person and online. Good Friday Speaker is Pastor Gail Boyer (Faith U. Methodist Ch). 

A Concert and Celebration of Life Service for June Wiest will be held on Sunday May 1 at 3:00PM at Valleys E.C.C. Autumn and Canyon, sister and brother duo are the Buffalo Mountain Bluegrass Band. Please join us as we celebrate June with music, memories and love.    

SUNDAY MAY 8th: Rev. Howard Burgoyne, East Coast Conference Superintendent of ECC, will be the special speaker during worship service.   
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS:  Apr. 17 (Easter Sunday) - Ed & Peggy Berra; Apr. 24 - Bob Endy; May 1 - Donna Novinger. If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger or the church office as soon as possible.
LAY READERS: Apr. 17 (Easter Sunday) - Scott Miller, Theresa Miller; Apr. 24 - Bridget Campbell, Gerry Wiest; May 1 - Marie Herb, Ed Dobbin. If you cannot read scripture on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.
                       SCRIPTURE READINGS
1st SCRIPTURE READING-O. T. - Isaiah 65:17-25 (NLT)
17 “Look! I am creating new heavens and a new earth, and no one will even think about the old ones anymore. 18 Be glad; rejoice forever in my creation! And look! I will create Jerusalem as a place of happiness. Her people will be a source of joy. 19 I will rejoice over Jerusalem and delight in my people. And the sound of weeping and crying will be heard in it no more. 20 “No longer will babies die when only a few days old. No longer will adults die before they have lived a full life. No longer will people be considered old at one hundred! Only the cursed will die that young! 21 In those days people will live in the houses they build
and eat the fruit of their own vineyards. 22 Unlike the past, invaders will not take their houses and confiscate their vineyards.
For my people will live as long as trees, and my chosen ones will have time to enjoy their hard-won gains. 23 They will not work in vain, and their children will not be doomed to misfortune. For they are people blessed by the Lord, and their children, too, will be blessed. 24 I will answer them before they even call to me. While they are still talking about their needs, I will go ahead and answer their prayers! 25 The wolf and the lamb will feed together.
The lion will eat hay like a cow. But the snakes will eat dust. In those days no one will be hurt or destroyed on my holy mountain.
I, the Lord, have spoken!”
2nd Reading - Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 (Responsive) (NLT)
1 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good!
    His faithful love endures forever.
2 Let all Israel repeat: “His faithful love endures forever.”
14 The Lord is my strength and my song; 
he has given me victory.
15 Songs of joy and victory are sung in the camp of the godly.
    The strong right arm of the Lord has done glorious things!
16 The strong right arm of the Lord is raised in triumph.
    The strong right arm of the Lord has done glorious things!
17 I will not die; instead, I will live to tell what the Lord has done.
18 The Lord has punished me severely, 
but he did not let me die.

19 Open for me the gates where the righteous enter,
    and I will go in and thank the Lord.
2nd Reading - Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 (Responsive) (NLT) (Continued)
20 These gates lead to the presence of the Lord,
and the godly enter there.
21 I thank you for answering my prayer 
and giving me victory!
22 The stone that the builders rejected
    has now become the cornerstone.
23 This is the Lord’s doing, and it is wonderful to see.
24 This is the day the Lord has made. 

We will rejoice and be glad in it.
     3rd Reading - N. Test. - Acts 10:34-43 (NLT)
34 Then Peter replied, “I see very clearly that God shows no favoritism. 35 In every nation he accepts those who fear him and do what is right. 36 This is the message of Good News for the people of Israel—that there is peace with God through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 37 You know what happened through- out Judea, beginning in Galilee, after John began preaching his message of baptism. 38 And you know that God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. Then Jesus went around doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 “And we apostles are witnesses of all he did throughout Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a cross, 40 but God raised him to life on the third day. Then God allowed him to appear, 41 not to the general public, but to us whom God had chosen in advance to be his witnesses. We were those who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 And he ordered us to preach everywhere and to testify that Jesus is the one appointed by God to be the judge of all—the living and the dead. 43 He is the one all the prophets testified about, saying that everyone who believes in him will have their sins forgiven through his name.”
*4th Reading - Gospel - John 20:1-18 (NLT)
20 Early on Sunday morning, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and found that the stone had been rolled away from the entrance. 2 She ran and found Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved. She said, “They have taken the Lord’s body out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!” 3 Peter and the other disciple started 
*4th Reading - Gospel - John 20:1-18 (NLT)   (Continued)
out for the tomb. 4 They were both running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He stooped and looked in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he didn’t go in. 6 Then Simon Peter arrived and went inside. He also noticed the linen wrappings lying there, 7 while the cloth that had covered Jesus’ head was folded up and lying apart from the other wrappings. 8 Then the disciple who had reached the tomb first also went in, and he saw and believed— 9 for until then they still hadn’t understood the Scriptures that said Jesus must rise from the dead. 10 Then they went home. 11 Mary was standing outside the tomb crying, and as she wept, she stooped and looked in. 12 She saw two white-robed angels, one sitting at the head and the other at the foot of the place where the body of Jesus had been lying. 13 “Dear woman, why are you crying?” the angels asked her. “Because they have taken away my Lord,” she replied, “and I don’t know where they have put him.” 14 She turned to leave and saw someone standing there. It was Jesus, but she didn’t recognize him. 15 “Dear woman, why are you crying?” Jesus asked her. “Who are you looking for?” She thought he was the gardener. “Sir,” she said, “if you have taken him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will go and get him.” 16 “Mary!” 
Jesus said. She turned to him and cried out, “Rabboni!” (which is Hebrew for “Teacher”). 17 “Don’t cling to me,” Jesus said, “for I haven’t yet ascended to the Father. But go find my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene found the disciples and told them, “I have seen the Lord!” Then she gave them his message.
        ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation
Attendance: 
In-person worship for Apr. 10 was 45. 
Face book views for Apr. 10 as of Apr. 13 were 42.

Face book views for Apr. 3 as of Apr. 13 were 36.
GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.
History of Hymn ”He Lives”

   This famous hymn speaks of the wonderful truth that Easter shares to the world that our Savior lives! The story behind this song is a testament of a believer trying to share that wonderful truth. Alfred Ackley , a musician and preacher, wrote the hymn in 1933. Ackley  was born January 21, 1887 in Spring Hill, Pennsylvania, died on July 3, 1960. He was ordained a Presbyterian minister in 1914 and was the pastor in Wilkes-Barre and Elmhurst, Pennsylvania, and in Escondido, California. He also worked with evangelist Billy Sunday and served as assistant pastor of Shadyside Presbyterian Church in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. He wrote some 1500 religious and secular songs and was associated with Rodeheaver music company. 

   Julie wrote in her DaySpring Devotion the story: “At the time Ackley wrote the hymn he was challenged by a young student who was confused as to why Christians worshipped someone who had died centuries earlier. In response, Ackley is quoted as saying, “He lives! I tell you. He is not dead but lives here and now! Jesus Christ is more alive today than ever before. I can prove it by my own experience, as well as the testimony of countless thousands.”  Fueled by the student’s questions, he wrote these popular lyrics. His refrain is joyous, reminding us all that Jesus rose from the dead as promised and remains alive today in the heart of every believer.” This bothered Ackley and it stayed on his mind. On Easter morning, waking early to prepare his Easter Sunday message he heard a famous liberal preacher in New York say, “Good morning . It’s Easter! You know folks, it really doesn’t make any difference to me if Christ is risen or not. As far as I’m concerned, His body could be as dust in some Palestinian tomb. The main thing is His truth goes marching on!” Ackley was so angry after hearing those words that he threw the radio across the room yelling, “It’s a lie!” During that Easter morning service, he preached with strength and urgency about the reality of Christ’s Resurrection. He continued to dwell on the student’s words and the sermon on the radio. His wife told him to write a song and then he would feel better. He re-read the Resurrection account from Mark’s gospel in the Bible and the words poured out of him.
You need to invite Jesus into your heart to live in and with you today. Just invite Him by asking!

"Jesus Christ, you are alive today. I need you and invite you into my life and heart. Come live within me and guide me to live my life for you. Amen."

  As you put your trust in Jesus and take refuge in Him! Jesus will never fail you nor will He forsake you. He will be with you always - your companion for life. Yes, He walks with you and talks with you along life's narrow way. Meditate on this great wonderful Christian hymn again and again until joy overflows in your spirit and you know that Jesus lives in you.

Hymn: “He Lives” (Page 220 Red Hymnal)

      Lyrics - Alfred H. Ackley, 1887-1960

      Music - Alfred H. Ackley, 1887-1960
      CCLI Song # 117597  CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1

I serve a risen Savior; He's in the world today. 

I know that He is living, whatever men may say. 

I see His hand of mercy, I hear His voice of cheer, 

And just the time I need Him He's always near.     Chorus
Chorus

 He lives! (He Lives), He lives (He lives)! Christ Jesus lives today! 

      He walks with me and talks with me along life's narrow way. 

 He lives! (He Lives), He lives (He lives)! Salvation to impart! 

 You ask me how I know He lives? He lives within my heart. 
 Verse 2

 In all the world around me I see His loving care, 

 And though my heart grows weary I never will despair. 

 I know that He is leading, thro' all the stormy blast; 

 The day of His appearing will come at last.           Chorus
 Verse 3

         Rejoice, rejoice, O Christian! Lift up your voice and sing 

         Eternal hallelujahs to Jesus Christ, the King! 

         The Hope of all who seek Him, the Help of all who find, 

         None other is so loving, so good and kind.           Chorus
  Links to hymn:  “He Lives”  Page 220
  https://youtu.be/HOS_1AIsbWM?t=1 
       https://youtu.be/xPyv-O7p_og?t=1 
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers has increased to $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services. 

ZUMBA meets Mondays 6:00-7:00PM.  

GIRL SCOUTS Trp. 10728 meets 2nd & 4th Sun. 5:30-7PM; Trp.11300 meets 1 & 3 Mon.; Trp. 10740 meets 2nd & 4th Tues. 5:45-8PM; Trp. 11301 meets 2nd Thurs. 6-7:30PM; Trp. 11570 meets every other Friday 6-7:30PM; G. S. Leaders meet 1st Mon. of the month.

Hymn: “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” (Page 217) 
Charles Wesley CHRIST AROSE    Public Domain 
CCLI Song # 2728588 CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1  Christ the Lord is risen today Alleluia
Sons of men and angels say Alleluia
Raise your joys and triumphs high Alleluia
Sing ye heavens and earth reply Alleluia
Verse 2   Lives again our glorious King Alleluia
Where O death is now thy sting alleluia
Dying once He all doth save Alleluia
Where thy victory O grave alleluia

Verse 3   Love's redeeming work is done Alleluia
Fought the fight the battle won Alleluia
Death in vain forbids Him rise Alleluia
Christ hath opened paradise Alleluia

Verse 4   Soar we now where Christ has led Alleluia
Following our exalted Head Alleluia
Made like Him like Him we rise Alleluia
Ours the cross the grave the skies Alleluia
Links to hymn:  “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” Page 217

https://youtu.be/BINJeLQ_r0M?t=2 

https://youtu.be/WSs4_vc0pq0?t=2  
_____________________________________________________
History of Hymn “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” (Pg. 217)  
    "Christ the Lord Is Risen Today" is a classic Easter hymn by the great hymn writer Charles Wesley. It first appeared in a collection by John and Charles Wesley called Hymns and Sacred Poems (1739) without the "alleluia's," which were added in the early 19th century The hymn eventually became well known for the "Alleluia" sung as a melisma (the singing of a single syllable of text while moving between several different notes in succession) after each line, which was added by an unknown author, probably to fit the commonly used hymn tune of "Easter hymn". It was based on an older anonymous Bohemian hymn titled "Jesus Christ is Risen Today". A striking feature of the hymn is that its text is written in the present tense. "Christ the Lord is risen today" -- not "has risen" or "rose." This is powerful because it places us in community with those who witnessed the resurrection in their own lifetimes, and reaffirms our own hope of being set free from death. "Made like him, like him we rise" -- also 
History of Hymn “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” (Pg. 217)  
   (Continued)
stated in the present tense -- conveys a hope that brings God's power and new life now, lifting us from our current situation of "death" and into everlasting life. what does this mean for the suffering, the oppressed, the abused and the lost? Is Wesley calling us to action? If we follow the example of our "exalted head," will it take us to "the cross, the grave, the skies?" Alleluia, it will! I think he is calling us to action! The skies are exciting, but we also need to be willing to follow Christ to the cross and the grave even if we know that we will be triumphant over them. 
    The final stanza declares that if we are indeed made like Christ and we follow his example, then we can know everlasting life (John 3:16). This is our ultimate hope -- present, past and future. This is so empowering to us and to others, to know that Christ died for us, and that his power enables us to overcome suffering and death just like he did. "Thus to sing and thus to love, Alleluia."   Each verse of "Christ the Lord Is Risen Today" features a focus on the Resurrection of Jesus. The lyrics of "Christ the Lord Is Risen Today" draw inspiration from a number of Biblical texts.         

    The overall focus of the hymn is drawn from Matthew 28:5–6 where Mary Magdalene and the other Mary is told by an angel of Jesus' resurrection. The wording as well as the "Alleluias" are drawn from the Book of Psalms with a number of Psalms being used including Psalms 106, 111, 112, 113, 117 and 135. It also alludes to Revelation 19 where it is said that during the Rapture that "Alleluia" will sing out from Heaven. However, the original lines find their origin long before 1739. The inspiration for this hymn can be traced back to one written in Latin in the 14th century. In the early 1700s that song was translated into English and published as “Jesus Christ is Risen Today.” 
       It was this short hymn that served as the building blocks for what would be adapted and expanded by Charles Wesley. There have been some changes over the years, and the song you are most familiar with is likely different than Wesley’s original composition. The hymn that we have today is quite different from the one that Charles Wesley wrote. 

      The original hymn had no Alleluias. It seems as if the hand of God directed what came next. Someone whose name has been lost in time decided to set the words to the tune that we now use--a tune by a composer whose name has also been lost in time. But the words didn’t fit the tune, so he added the Alleluias to make it fit. 

      The perfect Easter hymn, then came into being through the work of three different people who probably never met. It is unlikely that any of the three had any idea how much their hymn would add to our celebration of Easter.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
Weekly Devotional #15          April 17, 2022      “Nothing Remains the Same…Except”

                                                Easter Sunday

We know how many of you appreciate the weekly devotional and we plan to continue doing the devotional by having different members do a devotional each week if possible.

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship:                                     

L:  Christ the Lord is risen from the dead! Hallelujah!
P:  Sing for joy all ye peoples; the Glory of God has come.

L:  God’s Light truly does shine upon us this day with mercy and love.

P:  Unworthy as we are, we are now in the family of God through Christ.

L:  Give praise to the Lord! God’s loving kindness endures forever!
P:  Blessed be the name of the Lord!
Invocation

O God of all our days, we come this morning with eager anticipation. We seek to know you, to see you, to touch you. Open our hearts, that we might experience you anew. Open our lives that we may be faithful witnesses to your resurrection. May we with shouts of joy, proclaim your steadfast, liberating love to all people, everywhere. Amen. 

Readings: *indicates sermon text

Old Testament: Isaiah 65:17-25

Responsive: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

New Testament: Acts 10:34-43

*Gospel: John 20:1-18

Meditation:


Easter, the Day of Resurrection, the day we sing hymns telling Jesus is alive. A joyful happy time that Christians celebrate when Jesus, our Messiah rose from the grave just as he promised!  At the time that Jesus was crucified and buried, the disciples and followers of Jesus thought Jesus was dead. In John’s gospel we see Mary Magdalene, (Mary Magdalene is not to be confused with Mary, the sister of Martha and Lazarus), Peter and an unnamed disciple discover that Jesus’ tomb is empty, Jesus’ body is gone. The empty tomb is an outward and visible sign that Jesus has conquered death. We witness the moment when Mary meets her risen Lord, and her grief turns to joy. She brings to us the good news that has been proclaimed throughout time, “I have seen the Lord!”


Even though Mary Magdalene grieves for Jesus, her Lord, she breaks through her fear and grief to tend to the body of her teacher and friend. In John’s gospel she is the first to go to the tomb. (In Mark’s gospel, it was Mary Magdalene and Mary, the mother of James and Salome; Matthew’s gospel has Mary Magdalene and the other Mary; while Luke just says “the women”+ went to the tomb.) When Mary gets there, she finds the stone has been rolled away and she jumps to the conclusion that someone has entered the tomb and stolen the body. How often do we jump to conclusions about God’s actions in our lives? Mary runs back to tell Peter what she believes has happened.


Peter and the unnamed disciple identified only as “the one whom Jesus loved run to the tomb. There have been many suggestions as to whom these two might represent: Jewish and Gentile Christians, Petrine and Johannine Christians. Is it possible that the beloved disciple is unnamed as one biblical scholar has suggested that this person is to represent us?  The unnamed disciple arrives first but didn’t go in. Peter arrives and he discovers that the tomb is empty. He sees the cloths that wrapped Jesus’ body were lying there undisturbed as if Jesus had just risen through them, while the cloth covering Jesus’ head is folded and lying apart from the other wrappings. John tells us the beloved disciple “saw and believed.”  


In John 1:38 Jesus’ first words are a question directed at the disciples of John the Baptist, “What do you want?” Mary was standing outside the tomb crying when Jesus asked her a question, “Woman why are you crying?” She thought he was the gardener but when he spoke her name, she realized he is Jesus and she is overjoyed! But Mary didn’t yet understand the resurrection and she either was clinging to Jesus or tried to do so. It’s clear Jesus didn’t want her touching him since He had not yet ascended to the Father.


The grave could not hold Jesus, He was alive and had no need of grave clothes; soon he would be clothed with the glory of Heaven. Although John didn’t understand the Scripture concerning the resurrection, the empty tomb convinced him that Jesus had supernaturally risen from the dead.


Easter brings us full circle from the birth of a baby in a lowly manger, to the teachings of Jesus to His disciples and to us, to Palm Sunday where people shouted “Hosanna to the King” to the betrayal and trial of Jesus, the crucifixion and His resurrection three days later. May we be like Jesus’ disciples long ago and go out and proclaim the good news about Jesus to all the world and bring people to Christ. Amen.


Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

Loving God, We live in days unlike any we have experienced before. Chaos, confusion, fear and turmoil have stirred in the hearts of so many people. We trust You have a great plan for us to see hearts transformed and lives changed. Jesus, thank You for Your mercy that was displayed on the cross that has given those who call upon Your name and trust in You forgiveness and new life. We want to be a part of Your great redemptive plan on earth. Help us fix our eyes on Christ when we are tempted to only look at the problems around us. Help us to have the boldness to proclaim that Jesus is alive and be what you want us to be not only today Easter Sunday but every day. Christ is Risen indeed!
(Silent Prayer for friends and loved ones, and community and world concerns)

So many people are in need of healing and we lift them up to you.  Father God, we are so thankful forgiveness isn’t something we have to earn or achieve. It is a gift of grace we get to receive. Thank you that Jesus’ blood was enough to pay for our sins. Help us to receive all You offer us. Lord, the resurrection of Your Son has given us new life and renewed hope. Help us to live as Your people. Grant us wisdom to know what we must do, the will to want to do it, the courage to undertake it, the perseverance to continue to do it, and the strength to complete it. We ask this in the name of our Risen Lord, Jesus Christ.
 (The Lord’s Prayer)

Benediction: 
May the joy of resurrection and the hope of Easter fill your hearts and minds this whole year. So go into the world; live as God’s people, through the grace of Jesus Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Perhaps you feel the need to give your life to Jesus or to renew your commitment to Him. Here is a short prayer to do so:

    Lord, I confess my sin, and I believe that You are God, my Savior. I receive You into my life as my Lord. Today I’m turning over every part of my life to Your management. You have the right to call the shots in my life. Jesus, I want to relax in your love. Thank you that I don’t have to earn it or deserve it or work for it. I want to use the rest of my life to serve You instead of serving myself. I humbly commit my life to you and ask you to save me and accept me into your family. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen.

